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Mr. Shawn Naidu, National Director

Your partnership with Celebrate Life South Africa is appreciated. We acknowledge
that to do what we need to do, we need partnerships with like-minded people like
yourself who believe in the youth of South Africa.

As we look back at 2008 and the first part of 2009, we can speak of many chal-
lenges, but also of the many many successes and great opportunities that have
come our way.

Teach One to Lead One® (T1L1) was delivered to about 235 kids in two different
schools, namely Muizenberg High and Ned Doman High in Athlone. We have
worked with Grade 9 and 10 classes. It was by no means an easy task having to
work with these young people, but as time went on, we were able to break down
those barriers of resistance and build wonderful relationships with them. What
stood out for me was a deep longing for love and acceptance from these kids. |
often stood amazed at how small statements of affirmation to them could do abso-
lute wonders for these young people. Words like, “Well done,” or “You are amaz-
ing,” or “You are going to be successful one day,” or even, “I like this or that about
you,” really came as a surprise to them. They warmly accepted what we said to
them. As you know, these young people have been rejected, abandoned and criti-
cized by society, but it was awesome for us to have the opportunity to help impact
their lives and show them that they can have a successful life.

We had opportunities to meet many great people. We can boldly say that Cele-
brate Life South Africa is building up momentum and we are playing a key role in
our communities.

As you know, the T1L1 programme focuses on Universal Principles, which are
moral values that govern human life. During and after the programme we were
delighted to hear the many stories of changed mindsets, changed behaviors and
transformed ways of looking at life. T1L1 was the reason these changes had hap-
pened. We end each T1L1 programme with a Graduation Ceremony and this
year’s graduations have been a highlight for all involved, mainly because we give
the students an opportunity to share their experiences in the T1L1 programme. At
both Muizenberg and Ned Doman High school, it was highly emotional to hear and
see how these awesome kids have been impacted by T1L1.

We have established some great partnerships in this year, ranging from private
individuals, corporations, government, schools and other NPO’s. We had the privi-
lege of been on two radio stations, namely CCFM and Good Hope FM. We were
also interviewed by the city’s new community TV station, Cape Town TV. The pro-
gramme will be broadcast later this year. We are thrilled to have that exposure.

As part of the T1L1 programme, these young people were involved in a commu-
nity service project where they went in to their community and gave back to an
organization in a practical way. Ned Doman kids went to the Saartjie Baartman
centre in Athlone and was fortunate to have Radio Good Hope FM broadcast live
from the centre on that day. Muizenberg High kids visited the Aged centre in Lav-
ender Hill that is run by the Village Care centre. They also presented some of the
Universal Principles to kids at a Hillwood Primary school in the area.
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Other highlights for the year included the Ned Doman High School Wall Paint-
ing. We have a core group of young people at Ned Doman that we have commit-
ted to further invest in. These are young people who have stood out during the
T1L1 programme and whose lives have been greatly impacted. During their
graduation the principal put a challenge to them to repaint one of many walls that
been vandalised and had inappropriate graffiti on it. We took up the challenge and
brought in a professional artist who has put this core group on a workshop. He has
been working with the kids to design and repaint this wall.

This wall now looks fabulous. Some of these kids were the ones who originally
vandalised this wall and now they have created something beautiful out of it. This
is now a T1L1 wall. The words “Teach One to Lead One” stand prominently on the
wall, as well as some of the Universal Principles that they learned. Bold and posi-
tive statements stand out on the mural, too. Each of the learners’ handprints are
on the wall as well. The principal has been absolutely amazed at what he has
seen. He has tasked the kids to tackle other walls in the school as well. Other
learners of the school not in the T1L1 programme have expressed an interest in
painting other walls in the school as well. We are proud that our T1L1 kids are set-
ting an example and are the pioneers of change at this school.

Anex CDW Day Workshop . This was the first time we did projects like this. This
is an organisation that approached us to do a day’s workshop with the youth that
they work with. They were taking their kids on a camp and wanted us to do a T1L1
workshop with them. This was new territory for us but it turned out to be a huge
success. Dominique is our Camp and Workshop coordinator and she was in
charge of this project. She did an amazing job. We took 11 Ned Doman core
group kids with us. Little did we realise the major impact that this workshop would
have on the kids.

The feedback we got concerning that workshop was great. We were told by the
organiser of that Camp that in future, T1L1 will always be a part of their camps. At
the end of the camp T1L1 stood out as a huge highlight for their kids. At their re-
cent AGM, one of their kids read a poem and thanked certain individuals, including
T1L1 people. He said that we have affected his future and have helped him make
good decisions. All of this from just one day spent with these kids we had never
met before.

There are many such stories to report on. For now, we stand amazed at where
many of these young people find themselves after being exposed to T1L1. We can
look back and see how we have played a major role in transforming the lives of so
many young people. We look forward as 2009 continues to unfold. We have plans
to expand to other schools and other geographical areas. We are looking forward
to these opportunities.

We appreciate your support of Celebrate Life South Africa. Your contribution to
Teach One to Lead One makes it possible for kids in Cape Town and beyond to
be transformed.

Yours Sincerely,
Shawn Naidu

National Director
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