Marietta Daily Journal

Monday, July 2, 2007
Marietta, Georgia

A risk
worth
taking
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D, Lori Salierno, left, Founder and CEQ, Shawn
Naidu, Country Administrator and Jose Maldon-
ado, Chief Operating Officer, all of Teach One lo
Lead One, a program of Celebrate Life Interna-
tional that deals with boosfing kids self-esteem,
talk about the program.

Celebrate Life International gains worldwide attention for work with troubled youth

By Ashley Hungerford
Mariema Daily Jowrmal Suff Weilrer

ACWORTH — Ower 10 vears ago, Celebrate
Life International Founder and CEQ Lori Salierno
was speaking on wise cholces at an inner city
school when a student gave her the middle finger
while others velled at her from the balcomny.,

*1 was taken back by their anger, and how
much hostility was there when they didn't even
know who | was.” she said. “So | left that assem-
bly with a real sense of a call to go do something
much more significant than just going and
speaking in assembly,”

She left the school and recrutted José hMal-
donado, asking him to quit his job at Hewlert-
Packard. They started the non-profit group Cel-
ebrate Life International unsure of what the
work would be, but “knowing it would lead o
significant change.”

“What turned out to be one of my worst
speaking events, turned out to be a very pivotal
point in my career and life,” Dr. Salierno said.

By building character based on practical
leadership skills and universal principles, she
says Celebrate Life International works with “ar
risk students,”

“We exist to translonm at risk students into
responsible citizens,” she said.

"What turned out to be one of my worst
speaking events, furned out to be a very
pivotal point in my career and life.”

— Lori Salierno,
Foundar and CED of Celebrate Lile Inlermatonal

Celebrate Life International's pilot program,
Teach One to Lead One is a program based on
three principles: teaching universal principles
like respect and integrity to at risk students
across the country; doing it in a caring positive,
mentorship relationship; and doing it all in the
spirit of adventure,

And recently Teach One to Lead One has
pained international attention from South Africa
wanting to implement Teach One to Lead One
in their schools,

But Dr, Salierno is adamant that South
Africans be the ones to implement the programs.

*Basically what we heard from the people in
South Africa is ‘we want this to be & South
MAdrican solution for South African problems,™
she said. “"1t's not the rich Americans coming
over to help the poor South Africans. Can you
enable us and empower us to put this into our
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schools?” 1 was disenchanted with Americans
coming over and kind of throwing a solution.
What if vou empower peaple to be the solution
themselves?"

Shawn Maidu is the person to spearhead the
project in Cape Town, South Africa. And for the
next four weeks he is being trained at Celebrate
Life International's office in Acworth to take the
program back to his country. He is working
closely with Maldonado to learn the Teach One
o Lead One program.

It has been 15 vears since South Africa got
out of apartheid, and Dr, Salierno said the stu-
dents there need o have strong leadership skills
and moral character to continue to move South
Africa forward.

Maidu, the country administrator for South
Africa, said when he saw the ad for the job in
the newspaper to work with Celebrate Life, he
said it was as if the ad was written for him just
without his name,

“T am now sitting thousands and thousands
of kilometers from home,” he said. "This is not a
job, but it's a calling and a ministry. To be suc-
cessful in this thing, 1 think we need to realize
it's about enriching the lives of young people,”

Maidu and Dr. Salierno agree that many of
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the problems and destructive

behaviors students face in South
Africa are the same one students
face here like drgs, alcohol, vio-
lence and living without parents.

“That is what makes the solution
s applicable for us in South
Africa," Naidu said. “It worked here
and we want to make it work in
South Africa. We love our country
and it's a great country, but it has
got its issues. And we don't want to
overlook those issues.”

And Dr. Salierno said the people
of South Africa asked instead of
“reinventing the wheel™ and com-
ing up with a new program, can
they just share and learn from Cel-
ebrate Life, and make the program
work for their schools,

Maidu said they want to join forces
with the America teams to make the

gram successful in his coantry.
“ms much as it mlght be an

Amerlcan concept, we want to
make it proudly South African.” he
safd. “We're looking for a hand up,
not 4 hand out. We e 3 country
that has mme rl_*;LcFul:ui\lEal"

Maldonado said they are putting
the universal principles they teach
in America to the test by imple-
menting the program in South
Africa, but he said he knows they
“will fiy" over in South Africa,

He said they will nse South
African examples of people that
made a difference in the country
like Melson Mandela.

“The power of Teach One to
Lead One resides in the people that
implement the program.” he said.
“That is why it's so critical that it
be South Africans that will deliver
the program,”

D, Salierno said Sourh Africa has
two extreme areas of fiest world
development, but down the road
are townships with thousands of
penple basically living in shacks.
and the AIDS percentage is
extremely high,

A problens all three said they
want to combat in South Africa is

ignorance, Dr, Salierno sabd one
myth is that if you have sexual refa-
tiomns with a virgin you will be cured.
“Knowledge is power so they
say,” Maidu said. "My country over
the last few years has been on an
educational drive about AIDS. The

solution resides in education. One of

the greatest diseases people have 15
ignorance because what they don't
knvow really will kill them, What we
want to do is destroy the ignorance.”

The pilot program in South
Africa will start July 27 at Mulzen-
berg High School in Cape Town,
South Africa with two 10th grade
classes with a 10th grade control
group. Maidu said the principal at
the high school has given them his
full-support of implementing Teach
O 1o Lead One in the school.

Though thousands of miles will
separate Maidu and his American
counterparts, Naidu said he will
never feel alone because of the sup-
port he is receiving.

Maidu said just as Mandela and
his supporters stood up and did
away apartheid, they will work to
educate the students and fight tho

enemies of drugs, violence, igno-
rance and many others.

"We can fight itand we are
fighting it.” Maidu said. "We will
ovVErcome.”

ahungerford @ mdieniine. com

This article appeared in the July 2, 2007 issue of the Marietta Daily
Journal. Reprinted with permission. The online article is available at
http://www.mdjonline.com/articles/2007/07/02/89/10264382.txt.
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From left, Shawn Maidu, Country Administrator, Jose Maldona-
do, Chiet Operating Officer, and Dr. Lori Salierno, Founder and
CEQ, all of Teach One to Lead Tne, talk about the program in
their Acworth office,
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Teach One to Lead One (T1L1) is a registered trademark of Celebrate Life International, Inc.
Celebrate Life International (CLI) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit service organization dedicated to
transforming youth into responsible citizens by building in them character based on practical
leadership skills and universal principles.

Find out more about Celebrate Life International at www.CelebrateLife.org or call 770.529.7700.
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